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rate, there is certainly a relationship between character and ’’,
climate. 

____

SMALL-POX IN LONDON.

THE small-pox returns for the past week show the follow-

ing figures. On Saturday, Feb. 8th, there were 32 fresh
cases notified and removed ; on Sunday, the 9th, there were
23 fresh cases ; on Monday, the 10th, there were 48 fresh
cases ; on Tuesday, the llth, there were 58 fresh cases ;
and on Wednesday, the 12th, there were 58 fresh cases.

With regard to the question to which we referred last
week of the vaccination or revaccination of the employes
of large firms, Messrs. Bradbury and Wilkinson in a

letter to the Times of the 10th, stated that although they
had made arrangements for offering vaccination to their

employ6s, the operation could not be carried out because the
public vaccinator was unable to vaccinate any person living
outside his own district. Messrs. Octavius H. Smith and Co.,
in a letter to the Times of the llth, also stated that the

public vaccinator for their district pointed out this diffi-

culty. Messrs. Smith, however, thereupon wrote to the
Local Government Board who granted the public vacci-

nator special leave to vaccinate any of Messrs. Smith’s

employes although they did not reside in his district.

THE METROPOLITAN WATER-SUPPLY.

THE report on the condition of the metropolitan water-
supply during the month of December, 1901, has recently
been issued by the Local Government Board. The Water
Examiner states that the water of the Thames was in good
condition at Hampton, Molesey, and Sunbury from the lst to
the 12th and from the 19th to the 24th days of the month
under review. The engineer to the Chelsea Waterworks

Company reports that on the 13th, 18th, and 25th days of the
month the water at West Molesey was of "indifferent"

character, and that from the 14th to the 17th and from

the 26th to the 31st the state of the water was "bad." 

During the whole of the period at which the water was

bad the intake of the Chelsea Company was closed. In

the case of the Southwark and Vauxhall Company the river
intake to the filters at Hampton was open from the 1st to the
30th of the month. On Dec. 30th Dr. T. E. Thorpe, the
analyst to the Local Government Board, found that taking
the average amount of organic impurity in a given volume
of the Kent Company’s water during the nine years ending
December, 1876, as unity, the proportional amount in an
equal volume of the Southwark Company’s water amounted
to no less than 3’6. On the same day the water supplied by
the Lambeth Company showed an even greater amount of
organic impurity (5’3) as judged by the same standard,
but the worst water of all was that supplied by the
Grand Junction Company on Dec. 31st, which gave a com-
parative result represented by the figures 5’4. On Dec. 30th
the Lambeth Company’s water was very faintly opalescent. I,
The Thames at its highest point during the month was one 

’’

foot three inches above, and at its lowest one foot below, the
average summer level. The rainfall during the month at
West Molesey was 3-05 inches. The average total daily
amount of water distributed by the companies was 197,577,154
gallons for a population estimated at 6,307,230, and this
represents a daily consumption per head of 31-33 gallons for
all purposes. The company which is stated to supply the
largest daily amount per head is the Grand Junction, and the
one which supplies the smallest amount is the East London,
the figures given being respectively 42-06 gallons and 25’87
gallons. With the exception of the Lambeth Company all
the metropolitan companies supplied less water per head

during the month than that given in December, 1900.
The companies which now profess to give a constant water-
service to their customers are the Chelsea, the East London,

the Grand Junction, and the West Middlesex. Of the other

companies the Kent, the New River, and the Southwark
and Vauxhall supply respectively 95-9, 95’7, and 93’0 per
cent., as compared with 92’3, 95’0, and 93’2 per cent. in
December, 1900. The Lambeth Company professes to give
constant service to no more than 77 ’5 per cent. of its customers.
The proportions of brown tint observed in a two-foot tube
varied very greatly in the different samples examined ; it

ranged from two to 30 degrees of the standard in use.

The br wn tint which is due to the presence of foreign
matter or dirt is well marked in the water supplied
by those companies which have a deficient storage
capacity or an insufficient filtration area at those

periods at which turbid water is taken from the Thames for
immediate use. The water of the Lambeth Company ex-
hibited the deepest average tint of brown. Dr. Thorpe
says of a specimen of the Southwark Company’s water that
it "was good for the time of year "-a statement which
seems to require elucidation. All the samples taken of the
water supplied by the Kent Company were of their usual
excellent quality. 

-

FOREIGN MEDICAL PRACTITIONERS IN LONDON

SOME INTERESTING FIGURES.

ACCORDING to the recently issued census returns there
are 4801 "physicians, surgeons, and general practitioners 

"

in London, of whom 92 are females. There are no less than

169 male and six female foreign physicians, surgeons, and
general practitioners located in London. Of these, there

are nine male and one female who are Russians ; one male
Russian Pole ; seven male, three female, Swedes ; two
male Norwegians ; three male Danes; four male Dutch;
one male Belgian ; 12 male French ; 32 male, one

female, Germans ; three male Austrians ; eight male

Swiss ; three male Spaniards ; one male Portuguese ; 12

male, one female, Italians ; two male Greeks ; three male

Turks ; two male Japanese ; one male Asiatic ; and 63 male
Americans. 16,107 persons living in London are returned
as "sick nurses, invalid attendants," of whom 15,844 are
females ; three of the latter are stated to be blind. 266
" midwives" are also returned in London. There are 62
female dentists in London. 

____

POISONING BY CUTANEOUS ABSORPTION OF
ANILINE.

IN the December number of the Archives G&eacute;n&eacute;rales d&

M&eacute;decine Dr. Georges Brouardel of Paris has collected

particulars of several cases of poisoning due to the wearing
of boots to which a black material containing aniline had
been recently applied. The patients were mostly children
from the age of 17 months upwards, but at least two of them
were adult males. The attacks occurred during hot or

moderately warm weather. Attention was first called to this

particular form of aniline poisoning by Dr. Landouzy and
Dr. Brouardel, who brought it before the Paris Academy of
Medicine in July, 1900. The boots seem to have been in all

cases of yellow leather, the colour of which was changed
to black either because they had become shabby or because
the wearers happened to be in mourning. The symptoms
were quite similar to those which have from time to time
been presented by workers im aniline factories and usually
appeared in from one hour to three or four hours after the
boots were put on. Generally, before the patients felt them-
selves ill their paleness and the remarkable blueness of their.
lips and fingers had attracted the attention of those in their-
company ; this stage was soon followed by giddiness,
shivering, increased cyanosis, muscular relaxation, and loss.
of consciousness, either partial or complete. In severe cases
this condition persisted for about 24 hours, but in mild cases.
for only a short time. No deaths occurred. The boots.
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which caused the mischief were said to smell like Indian or

China ink ; they were blackened with a composition con-
taining a large proportion (90 per cent.) of ordinary aniline,
which served as a vehicle for the black colouring agent. Dr. 

Landouzy and Dr. Brouardel found that aniline applied to I
the shaved skin of guinea-pigs and rabbits kept in a warm
place produced illness in from three to four hours and death
in from 24 to 36 hours. 

____

"CHRISTIAN SCIENCE" IN GERMANY.

THE German Emperor is stated to have no intention of

allowing the mischievous and crack-brained disciples of

Mrs. Eddy to have an opportunity of spreading their doctrines
in the Fatherland. It will be interesting to see what steps
the German authorities will be able to take in the matter,
for while it is the duty of a Government to watch over the
health of the people it cannot possibly be the province
of any Government to decide what is and what is not correct
medical treatment. It may be said that such a manifest

absurdity as the theory of Christian science cannot possibly
pretend to be a system of therapeutics ; but, unfortunately,
that is just what it does pretend to be. The German

Emperor will earn the gratitude of English and American
legislators if he can devise a plan which will stop these silly
persons from playing with the lives of their fellow-creatures
and which will at the same time give no chance to refractory
persons to say that the freedom of the individual is being
unduly curtailed. -

A BILL FOR THE BETTER PROTECTION OF
CHILDREN.

WE are informed that a Bill to amend the Act for the Pre-
vention of Cruelty to Children will shortly be introduced into I
the House of Lords. It proposes to restrict the working
hours of children employed in domestic work and to

prevent their being brought up as tramps. It would
also make it illegal to endanger the lives of young
children by overlying, by leaving them alone in rooms

with an unprotected fire, and by having them carried
about by drunken persons, and would seek to protect their
moral character by prohibiting promiscuous sleeping arrange-
ments. It may be said that much of the ground occupied
by these amendments is covered by the general term
" neglect " for which provision is made by the original Act.
There can be no reasonable doubt that such is the case with

.regard to many so-called accidents due to burning and to
overlying. Nor is the case of a child committed to the arms
of an incapable drunkard essentially different. It is from

our point of view hardly conceivable that a magistrate
should be able under these circumstances to interpret the
implied neglect as other than a punishable offence. Never-

theless, we should be most unwilling to lose any force derivable
from detailed and exact definition which may be needful
to strengthen the hands of magistrates in dealing with such
occurrences. As regards the regulation of domestic arrange-
ments we are of opinion that makers of law should walk

warily. Questions arising in this connexion are best settled
out of court as far as may be possible. When there is proof
of oppression, or cruelty, or a public nuisance, we naturally
.look to the law for justice and reparation. Where we have
to do with errors of judgment in respect of such matters as
Tiousehold occupations or decency we cannot shut our eyes
tu the help which can be derived from education or from the
- mure delicate, subtle, and powerful influence of religion. It

will be for those who have to discuss and to vote upon this
Bill to say how far the evils with which it deals are real

,and how much they are to allow to one or the other

or to all of these forces in seeking their removal. There is a

.related subject which we greatly desire to see taken up by
Ethe legislature with more energy than it has been-that of

infant insurance. The history of this system as it is read

by the critical onlooker is marked by a degree of mortality
which is, at least, suggestive of widely prevalent abuse.

Here, if anywhere, we would say, is a point at which

legislation should intervene in a manner that it has not done.
We have never been able to understand what pecuniary
interest a poor parent can be considered to possess in the
death of his young child apart from the cost of burial

expenses. As a matter of fact, the sum insured is often
far in excess of this moderate sum, o far that it

bears a dangerous likeness to a premium on mortality.
It is to be feared that it is not infrequently so regarded by
parents who have more children than they care for and that
a child’s life has repeatedly gone in exchange for the

insurance money. We believe that the necessity for this

kind of insurance even amor g the poor has been over-

estimated. We are of opinion that it would be fairer to the
child, fairer to the parents, and of greater public benefit,
that instead of insurance being made for a payment of money
it should be limited to providing decent burial in the event

of death. -

LOCALISATION OF THE BACILLUS TYPHOID AT
THE SITES OF INJURIES DURING RECEIVED
TYPHOID FEVER AND AT THE SITES OF

PREVIOUSLY EXISTING LESIONS.

WE have recently referred to the fact that typhoid bacilli
are usually present in the blood in cases of typhoid fever and
to the value of examination of the blood for them as a

means of early diagnosis.’ Some cases described at the

meetings of the Societe M&eacute;dicale des Hopitaux of Paris
illustrate the ubiquity of the bacilli in cases of typhoid fever
in a novel and interesting manner. At the meeting on
Jan. 17th M. F. Widal and M. L. Le Sourd jointly
described the case of a young woman,’ aged 24 years, in
whom during convalescence from a long attack of typhoid
fever an abscess and three ’’ oily 

" subcutaneous collections

developed in the positions of punctures made in injecting
hypodermically caffeine and normal saline solution. In the

pus of the abscess which was beneath the skin of the

abdomen and in the oily collections which were situated on
the left thigh the typhoid bacillus was found. This fact is

analogous to the observation of several writers who have

found pneumococcic abscesses at the sites at which sub-

cutaneous injections of caffeine had been made in cases of
pneumonia. In the abscess the typhoid bacillus and the
staphylococcus aureus were found. In the oily collections
the typhoid bacillus was found in pure culture. Histo-

logical examination showed polynuclear cells mixed with
some lymphocytes. In this case the slight injury produced
by the needle of the hypodermic syringe evidently localised
the typhoid bacillus which must have been present in the
blood. At the meeting of the Societe Medicale des H&ocirc;pitaux
on Jan. 24th M. Widal and M. Ravaut gave examples of the
localisation of the typhoid bacillus in the sites of lesions

existing before the occurrence of the typhoid fever. A young
woman had chronic submaxillary tuberculous adenitis.

During convalescence from typhoid fever one of the tuber-
culous glands enlarged and became red and fluctuating. On
incision pus was obtained containing the typhoid bacillus in
pure culture. Cicatrisation rapidly occurred. A woman, aged
34 years, had typical typhoid fever which ran the ordinary
course until the twentieth day, but there was abdominal pain,
especially on the right side. On the twenty-first day vomit-
ing occurred and the abdomen became tympanitic and more
painful. The febrile symptoms persisted for three weeks.
At the end of this time the abdominal pains returned in a
violent form, greenish matter was vomited, and the
abdominal facies-pinched noe, hollow eyes, and leaden

1 THE LANCET, Feb. 8th, 1901, p. 390.


